
From: Superintendent - Somers Public Schools <SomersPublicSchools@somers.k12.ct.us>
Subject: COVID-19 Update (3/11/20)

Message from the Superintendent of Schools

Vision:
The Somers Public Schools strives to be an exceptional and innovative
educational community.

Mission:
The mission of the Somers Public Schools is to prepare each student to contribute
and succeed in an ever-changing global society.

COVID-19 Update (3/11/20)

PLEASE READ THE ENTIRE MESSAGE AS THERE 

IS IMPROTANT INFORMATION AT THE END

There is much speculation around the state regarding the closure of schools. At this time, school
closings are a local decision, but the Governor now has the authority to close them as he has issued a
health and civil preparedness emergency. Unfortunately, things are changing rapidly, so we may see
more school closings in the near future.

Here are potential school closing scenarios.

1.  The Governor can close schools and shorten the school year. No time would have to be made
up at the end of the school year.

2. Schools can be closed (like snow days), and time would need to be made up in June. The
tentative last day of school for SPS students is June 11. We could technically make up days
until June 29.

3. School districts can use distance learning days. Districts that want to use this must apply to the
Commissioner of Education for a waiver. If approved, schools could use distance learning
instead of regular school days. No days would need to be made up in June.
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We have submitted a waiver application to the Commissioner of Education asking for approval to use
ten distance learning days if Somers Public Schools close. If approved, we could enact our distance
learning plans. Students in grades 6-12 would utilize their Chromebooks to continue instruction with
teachers through Google Classroom and other online resources. Students in grades K-5 will be given
take-home assignments and activities along with some online resources to access.  The principals
will communicate the details to parents if we enact distance learning days.

To provide teachers with additional training and preparation, we will be moving the scheduled
Professional Development day from March 27 to next Tuesday (March 17). There will be no
school for students next Tuesday. I apologize for the short notice and inconvenience this may
cause.

We will continue to provide more updates as warranted.

Thank you.

Brian P. Czapla


